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Getting Started

 The base of any family tree should be the person who is researching it. This means starting with 
yourself and working your way back generation by generation. One of the most important resources for 
a genealogist is their family. Family members hold the knowledge of those who came before them and 
stories that will help you when searching the records. Each member of the family may hold a different 
version of events and facts. By looking at them as a whole, you can gain great insight into your ancestors.

 The basics of a family tree are the names of the people accompanied by the dates and places 
of the events in their lives. Asking these types of questions for each person in your family tree will help 
you cover the basics.

The full name of the person, the maiden name of married women, and other names they may have gone by.
When and where was the person born, baptized, married, died, and buried?
Who did they marry?
Who were their parents, grandparents, siblings, and children?
Where did they live?
What did they do for an occupation?
What religion were they?

 Once you have covered the basic questions, be sure to ask about family stories about the person. 
The oral history of a person or family is just as important as the documented records. Oral history can 
give you details and facts that may not be found in historical records and often give more insight to the 
lives our ancestors lead. Ask if there are any pictures, documents, or family heirlooms that may give 
you more insight into the person.

Staying Organized

 As you record the information it is best to stay organized from the start. Pedigree charts, family 
group	sheets,	research	logs,	and	correspondence	logs	will	help	you	keep	the	information	you	find	in	
order. Keep your information together in a way that works for you.

 Pedigree Charts	are	used	to	record	the	direct	ancestors	of	an	individual.	Starting	with	the	first	
person then recording parents, grandparents, great grandparents, and so on.

 Family Group Sheets are used to record information on a family as a whole. Parents, children, 
and the information relating to births, marriages, and deaths.

 Research Logs are used by the researcher to keep track of the methods and sources they have 
used for researching an individual or family.

 Correspondence Logs are used for keeping records of contact the researcher has made with 
people or places as the search for information on their family.

 Other forms are available on the Internet to help record the information extracted from certain 
records such as a census, as an example.
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Recording Your Sources

 As you start to document the members of your family, it is important to record the sources of the 
information	you	find.	Not	only	will	it	help	you	find	your	original	sources	down	the	road,	but	it	allows	for	
others to be able to check your sources. A source should include the type of record, the place of the 
record, the date, the publisher, the page, and any additional information that may be given to be more 
precise. Her are samples of sources for different types of records:

1901	Canadian	Census	of	 the	Northwest	Territories;	District	 of	Saskatchewan	#205;	Sub-district	 of	
Green	Lake	–	Y;	page	1;	lines	24	–	29;	household	#4;	LAC	microfilm	T-6553.

This	Local	History	Book;	The	Local	History	Book	Group;	1981;	Page	123.

Saint	Julien	Roman	Catholic	Church;	Green	Lake,	Saskatchewan;	FHL	microfilm	1033187;	1890	M2;	
Marriage of Celestin Meraste and Pelagie Morin.

Métis	Scrip	files;	Declaration	of	Celestin	Miraste;	LAC	microfilm	T-12808;	File	#167693.

Submitting an Application

 If you have decided to apply for Métis Citizenship then there are some guidelines to completing 
your application. You first need to gather all the relevant documents that relate to you and your ancestors. 
These documents need to show the connection from one family member to the next. The first piece of 
paper you will need is your long form, or genealogy birth certificate or baptism certificate that shows your 
parents’ names. As you work back through your family tree, you will need to gather the same papers for 
your parents, grandparents, and so on. Documents that show name changes (marriage, divorce, legal 
name changes, or adoption papers) need to be included along with death or burial certificates. Census 
records show families as a whole, their nationality, and the connection to a community. Métis scrip files 
are another key element to an application. If a claim was approved and a certificate for money or land 
was issued, copies need to be included.

Hiring a Researcher

 This guide will explain the records most people search as they work on their genealogies. 
Understandably, not everyone has the time to do the research themselves and there is the option of 
hiring	someone	who	is	qualified	to	do	the	work	for	you.	If	you	have	chosen	to	hire	a	researcher,	there	
are some things to be aware of.
	 First,	a	genealogical	researcher	cannot	obtain	documents	on	living	people;	the	client	or	the	living	
person must do this.
 Be straightforward with the researcher. This will save time and money for everyone.
	 Provide	as	much	information	as	possible;	names,	dates,	places,	and	records	you	have	already	
consulted, and what you have or have not been able to find.
 Explain what you aree looking for and why. Are you just interested in any information the 
researcher can find on a family or are you trying to get your application ready, or both.
 Ask for references or about their education or training.
 Discuss the rates for search and additional charges. Then develop a plan.
 Remember, not every search is a successful one!
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Church Records

 Since church records predate most registrations for birth, marriages, and deaths, they are a key 
resource for a genealogoist. If you know the religion of the family, church records can become a much 
more	 cost-effective	means	of	 tracing	one’s	 family.	Some	church	 records	are	available	on	microfilm	
from the Family History Library, while others can be found in local archives. Accessing the information 
may	not	be	as	easy	as	scrolling	through	the	microfilm,	because	records	from	an	early	time	frame	may	
require a translation if they are written in French. Translation guides are available online and from Family 
History Centres to assist individuals with understanding the records and the basic words found in them.

	 If	the	records	you	seek	have	not	been	microfilmed,	you	will	need	to	contact	the	church	or	the	
diocese	office	with	your	request.	When	making	a	request	be	sure	to	include	as	much	information	as	
you can on the person(s), event, and location. Alternative spellings for names, the date or time frame 
in which the event occurred and parents’ or spouse’s names will help the person doing the research 
narrow down the records they need to check. There is a cost for every search, so make sure to check 
if there is a set fee or if they accept donations before sending in a request.

 Like vital statistics, the information recorded in a church may vary between different churches 
and time frames. The basic details of the event (what, when, and who) can be found in all records. The 
additional details related to the event can include parents’ and spouse’s name, marital status, and age. 
Churches	may	also	have	other	records	related	to	the	cemetery,	confirmations,	family	histories,	school	
records, or membership books for their parish.

 Early churches were established throughout western Canada by the early 1880’s. In Saskatchewan, 
Cumberland	House’s	Roman	Catholic	Church	records	begin	in	1845,	Ile-a-la	Crosse	was	established	at	
the	same	time,	but	fire	claimed	the	books	recorded	prior	to	1867.	Before	the	churches	were	built,	traveling	
ministries would visit the settlements and perform the duties of spreading the word of their religion, and 
performing marriages, baptisms, and burials. These types of records are harder to locate and may only 
contain basic information.

Census

	 The	census	is	one	of	the	few	official	records	that	records	families	as	a	whole.	The	first	Canadian	
census was in 1666, and over a couple centuries it has seen many changes to the type of questions 
that	were	asked,	as	well	as	the	frequency	in	which	they	were	done.	Starting	in	1851,	the	census	
occured	every	ten	years	in	the	east.	Manitoba	saw	its	first	official	census	take	place	in	1870.	Saskatchewan,	
Alberta, and British Columbia started in 1881. Every ten years, the government recorded those living in 
Canada	until	1905.	With	the	flood	of	immigrants	to	the	prairies,	the	government	began	taking	a	census	
every	five	years	from	1906	to	1946	in	Manitoba,	Saskatchewan,	and	Alberta.	Then	in	1956,	the	census	
date	was	changed	across	Canada	to	be	recorded	every	five	years.

 The Library and Archives of Canada (LAC) is the repository for the census once it has been 
released to the public. In 2008, the 1916 census of Manitoba, Saskatchewan, and Alberta was released 
and	made	available	only	on	microfilm.	The	census	for	1901,	1906,	and	1911	can	be	found	on	LAC’s	
website or indexed on AutomatedGenealogy.com. The 1881 census has been indexed through the 
Family History Library website. Ancestry.com has also added the census records to their Canadian 
collection, the newest edition being the 1891 census of Canada, indexed with digital images.
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	 With	each	census	there	are	small	variants	in	the	questions	asked.	Name,	age,	and/or	birthdate,	
birthplace, sex, relationship, marital status, occupation, and language spoken are common. Additional 
information that has appeared at different times over the years included parents’ place of birth (1891), 
skin colour (1901), and year of immigration (started in 1906). Early census may record people with 
disabilities as deaf, dumb, blind, cripple, or feeble.

*	Note:	The	census	taker	was	usually	the	person	with	a	horse.	The	ability	to	read	and	write	was	not	
always considered. Some names can and information given may not be accurate or readable!

 Those requiring a search of Canadian census not yet released or 1940 National Registration 
Records	can	apply	 through	Statistics	Canada.	The	1940	National	Registration	was	 the	compulsory	
registration of all persons in Canada age of 16 years and older between 1940 and 1946. There is a fee 
for general genealogical searches. If the applicant requires the information for certain reasons the fee 
may not apply. The information can be released to the person if the request is made by them or if proof 
is provided that the individual has been deceased for at least 20 years.

 During the last two centuries people outside of the government have taken other censuses. 
These censuses are harder to locate and may not contain a lot of information. In Saskatchewan, the 
Hudson’s	Bay	Company	took	a	census	in	1871	for	Prince	Albert	and	1871/1872	for	the	forts	in	Portage	
La	Loche,	Green	Lake,	Lac	du	Brochet,	Norway	House,	Rapid	River,	and	Deer	Lake.	These	recorded	
the heads of house or the employees of the fort. A census of residents was required to be submitted 
when a community was applying for status as a village or town. These censuses are available through 
the Saskatchewan Archives Board for places within Saskatchewan. The ages are removed before 
viewing due to the Privacy Act.

 Restricted censuses for Indian Reserves can also be found in the Library and Archives of 
Canada collection. To view these, one must apply through the Freedom of Information Act.
 
 Legislation was passed to allow the Canadian census to be released after 92 years to the 
public. The 2006 census contained a new question that allowed for the individual to decide if they wanted 
their information released in 92 years. Of the 31.6 million people who were counted on the census only 
55.58%	(17.5	million	people)	answered	YES	to	the	release	of	their	information	in	92	years.	When	the	
2006	census	is	released	in	2098,	14.1	million	people	will	be	missing.	This	has	significant	ramifications	
for future genealogists and historians. This form can be sent into Statistics Canada to have your 
individual answer changed to allow for the release of information in 92 years.

How and Where to Access Canadian Census Documents and Records

The census can be accessed through local libraries, archives, and genealogy societies. Library and Archives 
of	Canada,	Automatedgenealogy.com,	and	Ancestry.com	have	images,	indexes,	or	microfilm	information.

Censuses	of	Canada	1665	to	1871	–	Electronic	Version
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/pub/98-187-x/98-187-x2000001-eng.htm

Census databases
http://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/census/Pages/census.aspx

For	the	Application	and	Authorization	for	a	Search	of	Census	and	1940	National	Registration	Records	
see Index B.

http://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/census/Pages/census.aspx
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Cemeteries and Funeral Homes

 Cemeteries and funeral homes should be considered sources of genealogical information 
because of the treasure trove of knowledge that can be learned from their records. Headstones, if they 
exist for our ancestors, may give limited information such as full names, spouses, children, birth, 
marriage, and death dates. Locating the cemetery records may give you more insight. Genealogical 
societies have been recording the information from cemeteries for many decades because of the 
significance	of	what	can	be	found.	It	is	also	a	means	of	preserving	history	before	time,	nature,	or	people	
take their toll on the headstones. In more recent years, cemetery information and pictures have begun 
to appear online to assist genealogists.

 Since there is not one depository for cemetery records, one must start by determining the type 
of cemetery. Cemeteries are generally located on church grounds, within a municipality or a community. 
For	a	cemetery	 located	on	church	grounds,	 you	would	contact	 the	church	or	diocese	office	 for	 the	
information.	If	it	is	within	a	municipality,	start	by	contacting	the	municipality	office.	If	they	do	not	have	
the records, they should be able to direct you to who does. In Saskatchewan, committees of local area 
farmers have formed to maintain the small country cemeteries. If a cemetery is part of a community or 
village,	town,	or	city	office	will	retain	the	records	in	their	holdings.

 There is no legislation in place to protect the records from funeral homes. What happens with 
the records depends on the owner of the business. Some records may be passed to the new owners 
or they may be destroyed when the business is sold. Few funeral homes have retained their earlier 
records;	depending	on	the	owner,	most	only	have	the	records	since	they	took	it	over.	The	information	
found in the records may give name of the deceased, date of death and place, date and place of burial, 
spouse, parents, next of kin, occupation, age, birthdate and place, or religion. Funeral homes are places 
of business and can often be too busy to answer requests. Some funeral homes may charge fees to 
look up information or may refuse to release information under the Privacy Act. Be sure to explain why 
you are making the request and what you are looking for.

 Many cemetery maps available and indexed but you may have to make your own. See the following 
two pages for examples.
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Gabriel Lafournaise
B.	25	May	1880
D. 1 June 1880

Caroline Okenekeke
15	Days
D. 21 June 1880
C. of Marie

Smith Emelke
8 Years
D. 21 June 1880
C	O	André/
Marguerite 
Deschamps

Joseph Dumont
B.	3	March	1872
D.	3	March	1872
So Isidore
Judele Parenteau

Mary Jane Thomas
4 Mos
D.	7	July	1872
D O Charles
Thomas

Francis Dumont
2 Mos
D.	9	Aug	1872
So Vital
Velma Ledoux

Priscilla Poitras
2 years
D O Ingnace 
Anaslharie Falcon
D.	19	Aug	1872

Seraphine Montour
11 years old
Pascal Montour
D.	19	Aug	1872

Fernie Ferguson
18 Days
D.	29	Nov	1872

Example of Cemetery with Rows:
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Example of Cemetery without Rows:

Gabriel Lafournaise
B.	25	May	1880
D. 1 June 1880

Caroline Okenekeke
15	Days
D. 21 June 1880
C. of Marie

Smith Emelke
8 Years
D. 21 June 1880
C	O	André/
Marguerite 
Deschamps

Joseph Dumont
B.	3	March	1872
D.	3	March	1872
So Isidore
Judele Parenteau

Mary Jane Thomas
4 Mos
D.	7	July	1872
D O Charles
Thomas

Francis Dumont
2 Mos
D.	9	Aug	1872
So Vital
Velma Ledoux

Priscilla Poitras
2 years
D O Ingnace 
Anaslharie Falcon
D.	19	Aug	1872

Seraphine Montour
11 years old
Pascal Montour
D.	19	Aug	1872

Fernie Ferguson
18 Days
D.	29	Nov	1872
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Understanding the Internet

 With the advancement of tecnhology, the Internet has become an endless stream of information 
for family historians. Millions of websites with indexes, digitized images, and family trees, are available 
today aimed at easing the research process and sharing information. Some websites are free while 
some require you to buy credits to view images or a membership to access their information.

 Tips for searching online:
	 If	you	find	a	website	you	like,	be	sure	to	bookmark	it	so	you	can	come	back	to	it	later.
 Before buying credits or a membership, can you search their database for hits on the names you 
are working on? Are there any matches?
 Can the information they have on their site be accessed somewhere else for free or less money?

 Many websites allow family trees to be uploaded to the site and are open to the public. Others create 
websites	to	show	and	share	the	information	they	have	gathered	on	their	research.	If	you	find	a	website	
that contains information on your family, study it carefully. Does the site list the sources for you to verify 
the work that has been done? Does the information match up with what you have already found? Can 
you	contact	the	person?	Don’t	be	surprised	if	you	don’t	find	your	family	tree	already	online.	The	Internet	
is	another	research	tool	for	family	historians,	not	the	quick	way	to	find	your	completed	family	tree!

 The genealogical community has worked together to learn, to grow, to share, and to gain access 
to historical records. As a result of the combined efforts of individuals around the world, online networks 
of communication have developed in the form of message boards and mailing lists. Mailing lists are 
groups centred around a place or topic where people can subscribe and use email to post messages 
to the mailing list. Each message that is posted to the list is then sent out to the other members of the 
list. Message boards have formed on many websites as a means for people to post the families they 
are working on, new records they have found, or questions they have. Most message boards require 
the person to register on their website and each post is added to the webpage. It is similar to a mailing 
list,	but	email	notification	is	only	given	if	someone	replies	to	your	post	or	if	you	have	subscribed	to	have	
emails sent like that of the mailing list.

	 Using	search	engines	to	find	information	on	your	family	can	be	challenging.	Just	typing	in	someone’s	
name	will	quite	often	bring	up	thousands	of	websites,	and	often,	the	pages	that	come	up	first	in	the	site	
lists will have little to nothing to do with the person you are looking for. For this reason, it is important 
to use a few tricks to narrow down search results. By adding quotation marks to a name, it will make the 
search engine look for exactly that name. For example, if you typed in John Doe for your search, the 
engine	will	find	every	page	with	John	in	it,	and	every	page	with	Doe.	By	adding	the	quotations	around	
“John	Doe”,	the	engine	will	only	find	pages	with	that	full	name.	Genealogy	pages	often	list	last	names	first,	
so you can also try searching for “Doe, John”. If that still doesn’t bring up what you’re looking for, narrow 
down your search some more. To do this, try adding the year they were born, or the place of birth outside 
of the quotations. For example, “Doe, John” 1980, or “Doe, John” 1980, Saskatchewan. If you try variations 
you will get different results, for example “John Raymond Doe”, “Doe, John Raymond”, and “Doe, Jack” 
or “Jack Doe” will each yield different results. (Jack is informally used to replace John in many families). 
Additionally, you may want to try adding the word “Métis” to your search or the place you suspect the 
information	may	have	been	garnered,	such	as	“Headingly,	Manitoba”.	Keep	in	mind	that	you	may	not	find	
any information at all on the internet and will have to do your research in archives or libraries instead.

 A list of helpful websites can be found in Index A.
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Definition of Métis

If	you	are	researching	your	genealogy	to	confirm	your	Métis	identity,	please	check	with	your	provincial	
and federal Métis organizations on their official definitions of who is Métis.
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Index A – Genealogy Websites

 Just as the places you can visit in person to seek genealogical information change names, locations, 
and even their existence, so do sources on the internet. In fact, they are likely to change more rapidly than 
physical	spaces.	You	will	find	some	of	the	internet	links	(URLS)	provided	may	not	take	you	to	the	desired	
site,	however,	you	can	still	find	the	site	on	your	own.	For	examples,	if	“www.gdins.org”	did	not	take	you	to	
the	Gabriel	Dumont	Institute	site,	you	could	use	a	search	engine	to	find	“Gabriel	Dumont	Institute”.	That	
would take you to the new site, if it exists. In this example, you may only a slight difference in the URL. It 
may have been decided to change the URL to something similar or with a different ending after the dot. 
Your	success	using	the	internet	will	improve	if	you	use	more	refined	search	techniques	and	have	several	
alternative	strategies	when	your	first	attempt	fails	to	get	you	where	you	want.	We	also	recommend	you	
record the new URL in this manual so you will have it handy when you come back to it.

Calendar	Tool	for	Years	1800	to	2050
http://3webooks.com/webooks3/cals1800_2050/caldrs1800_2050.html

Canada GenWeb Project 
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~canwgw/

Canadian Genealogy and History Links
http://www.islandnet.com/~cghl/

CanGenealogy.com – Metis Genealogy Sources
http://www.cangenealogy.com/metis.html

Family	Names	and	Nicknames	in	Colonial	Québec
http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~unclefred/DitNames.html

Genealogy	Guide	-	Getting	Started
http://www.genealogy-guide.org.uk/getting-started.html

Halfbreed Scrip
http://www.maquah.net/Historical/HalfbreedScrip/index.html

Hudson’s Bay Company Archives
http://www.gov.mb.ca/chc/archives/hbca/index.html

Manitoba Genealogical Society
http://www.mbgenealogy.com/

Métis Round Prairie Cemetery
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~sksaskat/cemetery/RoundPrairie.html

Métis	Scrip	Records	–	ArchiviaNet	–	Library	and	Archives	Canada
http://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/aboriginal-heritage/metis/metis-scrip-records/
Pages/introduction.aspx

http://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/aboriginal-heritage/metis/metis-scrip-records/Pages/introduction.aspx
http://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/aboriginal-heritage/metis/metis-scrip-records/Pages/introduction.aspx
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New	to	Genealogy	-	Help	for	Beginners
http://www.olivetreegenealogy.com/beginner

Saskatchewan	Birth	Certificate	Information
https://www.ehealthsask.ca/residents/births/Pages/Order-a-Birth-Certificate.aspx

Saskatchewan	Genealogy	Certificate	Information
http://genealogy.ehealthsask.ca/vsgs_srch.aspx

Saskatchewan Genealogical Society
http://www.saskgenealogy.com/

Saskatchewan Homestead Index
http://www.saskhomesteads.com/

SCAA	-	Directory	of	Archives	in	Saskatchewan
http://sain.scaa.sk.ca/collections/index.php/;repository/browse

The Fur Traders
http://digital.library.mcgill.ca/nwc/history/09.htm

The Genealogy Forum: Beginners’ Center: Beginner Tool Kit
http://www.genealogyforum.com/gfaol/beginners/Tool.htm

The	Heritage	Centre	–	The	Société	Historique	de	Saint-Boniface
http://shsb.mb.ca/en

Yukon Genealogy
http://www.yukongenealogy.com

https://www.ehealthsask.ca/residents/births/Pages/Order-a-Birth-Certificate.aspx
http://genealogy.ehealthsask.ca/vsgs_srch.aspx
http://sain.scaa.sk.ca/collections/index.php/;repository/browse
http://shsb.mb.ca/en
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Index B – Applications and Worksheets

Métis Nation—Saskatchewan Citizenship Registry Documents

The process and required documents for Métis citizenship will vary from province to province. You are 
advised to research the requirements in your area. The example below may be subject to change:

Example	Page	1/6
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Example	Page	2/6



14
Example	Page	3/6
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Example	Page	4/6
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Example	Page	5/6



17

Example	Page	6/6
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Government of Saskatchewan Department of Health Vital Statistics – Application for Certificate

Example
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Ancestor Chart Worksheet
Ancestor Chart No.  
Name of Compiler             Person No.1 on this chart is the same person as No.    on Chart No. 
Address            
City, Province       
Date        

b.    Date of Birth       p.b.  Place of Birth    m. Date of Marriage
d.    Date of Death     p.d.  Place of Death 

b.
p.b.
m.
d.
p.d.

 
(Father of No.7)4

8

9

 
(Father of No.4)

 
(Mother of No.4)

 
(Father of No.1)

b.
p.b.
m.
d.
p.d.

 
(Mother of No.7)

5

b.
p.b.
m.
d.
p.d.

b.

p.b.

d.

p.d.

10

11

 
(Father of No.5)

 
(Mother of No.5)

b.

p.b.

m.

d.

p.d.

b.

p.b.

d.

p.d.

b.
p.b.
m.
d.
p.d.

1
b.
p.b.
m.
d.
p.d.

b.

p.b.

d.

p.d.

b.

p.b.

d.

p.d.

b.
p.b.
m.
d.
p.d.

b.
p.b.
m.
d.
p.d.

b.

p.b.

m.

d.

p.d.

b.

p.b.

m.

d.

p.d.

b.
p.b.
m.
d.
p.d.

12

13

14

15

6

3

7

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

b.

d.

b.

m.

d.

b.

m.

d.

b.

m.

d.

b.

m.

d.

b.

m.

d.

b.

m.

d.

b.

m.

d.

b.

m.

d.

b.

d.

b.

d.

b.

d.

b.

d.

b.

d.

b.

d.

 
(Spouse of No.1)

 
(Father of No.6)

 
(Father of No.7)

 
(Mother of No.6)

 
(Mother of No.7)

b.   d.

p.b.   p.d.

 
(Father of No.3)

 
(Mother of No.1)

 
(Mother of No.3)

(Father of No.8, Cont. on Chart No. )

(Mother of No.8, Cont. on Chart No. )

(Father of No.9, Cont. on Chart No. )

(Mother of No.9, Cont. on Chart No. )

(Father of No.10, Cont. on Chart No. )

(Mother of No.10, Cont. on Chart No. )

(Father of No.11, Cont. on Chart No. )

(Mother of No.11, Cont. on Chart No. )

(Father of No.12, Cont. on Chart No. )

(Mother of No.12 Cont. on Chart No. )

(Father of No.13, Cont. on Chart No. )

(Mother of No.13, Cont. on Chart No. )

(Father of No.14, Cont. on Chart No. )

(Mother of No.14, Cont. on Chart No. )

(Father of No.15, Cont. on Chart No. )

(Mother of No.15, Cont. on Chart No. )
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Ancestor Chart Worksheet - Example
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Family Unit Worksheet

Family Unit

Husband       Wife       
Son of        Daughter of      
and Wife       and Wife      
Birth Date        Birth Date      
Place of Birth       Place of Birth      
Death Date       Death Date      
Place of Death      Place of Death      
Residence       Residence      
Occupation       Occupation      
Church        Church       
Other Wives       Other Husbands     
Date of Marriage      Place of Marriage     

M or F   Children’s Names        Birth (When & Where)      Death (When & Where)        Marriage (When & to Whom)       No. 
                      
                
                
                
                
                
                
                
                
                
                
                
                
                
                
                
                
                
                
                
                
                
                
                
                
                
                
                
                
                
               
Sources:
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General Information
The Census Pension Searches Program was set up to provide proof of age or length of residence in Canada from historic
census	records	and	the	1940	National	Registration	Records. Only	the	person	named	in	the	record	can	have	access	to	the
information it contains, or the legal representative of a minor, dependent adult or deceased person, but only to administer or
settle the affairs of the estate of that person (see Search Authorization below). This application must be completed for
authorization to search and release your personal and confidential information as recorded in these records.

Results of a successful search will be furnished in the form of a certified transcript of the information found in the original
records. There	is	no	charge	for	this	service. Please	note	that	Statistics	Canada	does	not	issue	birth	certificates; this	is	the
responsibility of registrars of vital statistics in each of the provinces. However, the certified transcript provided is usually
acceptable evidence of proof of age and place of birth.

Instructions
The success of a search is dependent upon the information provided. Therefore, please be as accurate and complete as
possible when completing this form. Information on specific place of residence is very important.

Search Authorization
In	general,	the	signature	should	correspond	to	the	name	shown	on	the	line	“Full	name	of	person	whose	Census	records	and/
or	1940	National	Registration	Records	are	requested” (page	2	–	Search	Reference	Information).The	exceptions	are	as	follows:

Dependent Adults/Minors

Information relating to dependent adults and minors may be obtained upon the written request of their legal representative.
In the case of dependent adults, the request must be supported by a certified copy of the court order naming such legal
representative.

Deceased Persons

Information regarding deceased persons may be obtained upon the written request of the persons authorized by 
law to administer the estate of that person, but only for the purposes of such administration. A copy of the letters 
of administration or other proof of estate administration and a certified copy of the death certificate must be provided.

Reason(s) for Requesting Information
This information is required to assist us in determining which records would best suit your needs. Please indicate 
appropriate requirements.

Proof of age Relationship Proof of residence Citizenship

Privacy Act
The information you provide on this application form is protected by the provisions of the Privacy Act. It is stored in Personal
Information	Bank	STC-P-PU-012.

Return Address
Completed application forms or requests for additional copies are to be sent to:

Statistics Canada
Census	Microfilm	and	Pension	Search	Sub-unit
B1E-34,	Jean	Talon	Building
Tunney’s Pasture
Ottawa, Ontario
K1A 0T6
Facsimile: (613)	951-4574

Inquiries
For	further	information	on	the	Census	Pension	Searches	Program,	please	call	this	number: (613)	951-9483.

Français au verso

Application and Authorization 
for a Search of Census and 
1940 National Registration Records

sef d

r

Please supply a brief explanation of reason(s) for requesting a search:

Application and Authorization for a Search of Census and 1940 National Registration Records
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Place of residence (In order to successfully process a request for information, we require detailed address 
information, e.g. house number with street names.)

Full name of person whose Census records and/or 1940 National Registration records 
are requested (provide any name changes or nicknames)
Given name Surname Maiden name

I	hereby	authorize	a	search	of	my	census	records	and	1940	National	Registration	Records	with	the	results	to	be	forwarded	to	
the address shown below.

National	Registration				City,	town,	village,	township	range	and	meridian	(1940	address) Province	or	territory

1940-1946

Name Address
Signature Date

Date of birth

Place of birth (municipality, province or territory) Country of birth (other than Canada) Year of immigration

Full	name	of	father Full	name	of	mother Mother’s	maiden	name Full	name	of	step-parents	or	foster	parents

Given names of all brothers and sisters

First marriage: full name of spouse Second marriage: full name of spouse

Census Year

June 1, 1911

June 1, 1921

June 1, 1931

June 2, 1941

June	1,	1951

June	1,	1956

June 1, 1961

June 1, 1966

June	1,	1971

June	1,	1976

June 3, 1981

June 3, 1986

Note:

June 24, 1906

June 1, 1916

June 1, 1926

June 1, 1936

June 1, 1946

City, town, village, township
range and meridian

Continue only if a resident of the Prairie provinces (Manitoba, Saskatchewan, Alberta) in the following years.

Street name and house number
(or the names of cross streets)

Province or 
territory

Full names of persons
with whom you were living

Date of marriage

Given names of all your children

Day Month Year

Day Month Year
Date of marriage

Day Month Year

City

8-4600-21

Province or territory Postal Code

Search Authorization (must be signed) 

Name Address

City Province or territory Postal Code

Name and address of applicant

Area	code											Telephone	No.

1940 National Registration Records
Note: Only persons 16 years of age or older in the period 1940 to 1946 were requested to complete this registration.

Search Reference Information (Please read all instructions on cover page.)
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Examples of Birth and Marriage Certificates

G
o, therefore, and

 m
ake d

iscip
les of all the nations. B

ap
tize them

 in the nam
e 

of the Father, and
 of the S

on, and
 of the H

oly S
p

irit.
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

M
att. 28-19

T
he H

o
ly S

acram
ent o

f B
ap

tism

This is to C
ertify

That 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

C
hild

 of  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

and
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

b
orn in  

 
 

 
 

on (M
/D

/Y
) 

 
 

w
as B

ap
tized

 on (M
/D

/Y
) 

 
 

in the church of  
 

 
 

,  
 

 
 

,  
 

 
accord

ing to the R
ite of the R

om
an C

atholic C
hurch

B
y R

ev.  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

S
p

onsors w
ere  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

and
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

as record
ed

 in the B
ap

tism
al R

egister of this church.

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

P
astor

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

P
arish

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

A
d

d
ress

        S
eal of C

hurch

D
ate 

 
 

 
D

iocese of 
 

 
 

 

C
ity

P
rov.

For this cause shall a m
an leave his father and

 m
other, and

 
shall cleave to his w

ife, and
 they shall b

e tw
o in one flesh. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

E
p

h. 5:31

T
he H

o
ly S

acram
ent o

f M
atrim

o
ny

This is to C
ertify

That 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

and
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

w
ere law

fully united
 in the H

oly B
ond

s of M
atrim

ony 

on (M
/D

/Y
) 

 
 

 accord
ing to the R

ite of the R
om

an C
atholic 

C
hurch and

 in conform
ity w

ith the law
s of the P

rovince of 
 

 

in the C
hurch of  

 
         

 
 , 

 
 

 

the R
ev. 

 
 

 
 

 
officiating in the  

p
resence of 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

and
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
         

         , 

w
itnesses as record

ed
 in the M

arriage R
egister of this church.

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
P

astor

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
P

arish

  
S

eal of C
hurch

D
ate 

 
 

 
 D

iocese of 
 

 
 

 

C
ity
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Artifacts and Heirlooms in Other People’s Possession Worksheet

Date Identification	of	Artifact	
and Its Condition

In Whose Possession
(Name,	Address,	Phone)

To Whom it will be passed 
(Name,	Address,	Phone)
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Index C – Archives, Libraries, Museums, and Genealogical Societies

Canada
Library	and	Archives	Canada	–	http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/index-e.html

Ontario
Archives	of	Ontario	–	http://www.archives.gov.on.ca/
Ontario	Genealogical	Society	–	http://ogs.on.ca/

Manitoba
Archives	of	Manitoba	–	http://www.gov.mb.ca/chc/archives/
Hudson’s	Bay	Company	Archives	–	http://www.gov.mb.ca/chc/archives/hbca/
The	Société	historique	de	Saint-Boniface	–	http://shsb.mb.ca/en
The	Manitoba	Genealogical	Society	–	http://www.mbgenealogy.com/

Saskatchewan
The	Saskatchewan	Archives	Board	–	http://www.saskarchives.com/
The	Saskatchewan	Genealogical	Society	–	http://www.saskgenealogy.com/
The	University	of	Saskatchewan	–	http://www.usask.ca/	
Métis	Nation—Saskatchewan	Genealogy	Resource	Centre	–	http://metisnationsk.com/

Alberta
The	Alberta	Genealogical	Society	–	http://abgensoc.ca/
The	Alberta	Family	History	Society	–	http://www.afhs.ab.ca/
Glenbow	Museum	–	http://www.glenbow.org/collections/search/

British Columbia
British	Columbia	Archives	–	http://search-bcarchives.royalbcmuseum.bc.ca/
British	Columbia	Genealogical	Society	–	http://www.bcgs.ca/

United States of America
National	Archives	–	http://www.archives.gov/

http://www.archives.gov.on.ca/
http://shsb.mb.ca/en
http://metisnationsk.com/
http://search-bcarchives.royalbcmuseum.bc.ca/


About the Author

	 Rose	Fleury	was	born	Rose	Gariepy	in	the	MacDowall	area	of	Saskatchewan	on	November	26,	
1926. She lived on a homestead north of Duck Lake until she was seventeen and attended school in 
Duck Lake. While in school she learned to read and write and developed a keen interest in history.  She 
received an equally valuable education at home where her Grandmother recounted stories relating to 
travelling, work and local and extended families. Underpinning her stories was the reminder to “never 
forget where you come from or who you are. Listen to your Elders.”

 “I’ve always heard the heed to work. It is through that work that my own life history was created.  
I worked a trapline in my youth.  I got married at age 21 to Ernest Fleury.  I’ve kept track of my life 
in journals.  I have recorded deaths, births and weddings and the current happenings of the day.  
Unfortunately,	my	early	journals	were	lost	when	our	house	burned	in	1960.	In	1967	I	broke	my	leg	and	
was	confined	to	a	wheel	chair.		That	is	when	I	started	my	genealogy	research,	starting	with	the	Gariepy	
ancestors and then the Fleurys.  We are also related to the Parenteau and Lafond families.  Some years 
later, I broke my hip and left leg, and there I was in a wheel chair again for 2 ½ years.  So that is when 
I	found	the	time	to	put	my	research	together	into	a	family	history.		Now	I	am	83	and	have	a	genealogy	
centre	at	Batoche	National	Historic	Site.		It’s	disheartening	that	a	lot	of	people	don’t	know	who	their	
ancestors	are	beyond	three	generations.	Some	of	them	are	at	a	loss	to	find	about	their	ancestors.		This	
is why I am putting my whole heart into this project.  It’s important for our people to know where they 
came from, how we traveled, where our ancestral homes were, what kind of work was done to provide 
our food, shelter and clothing. This history and our stories and entertainment are the backbone of our 
culture.  I am dedicating my history books to all our lost people who are still in limbo as they research 
the history of their ancestors and cultural background.  I feel grateful that the community has put so 
much value on my genealogical work.  I wish everyone the best as they do their research.”  

 Rose's latest achievement was being chosen as an Olympic torch bearer during its pass through 
her home community of Duck Lake.  "It was a great honour to be selected as the Olympic Torch Bearer 
for my community".  Her tenacity and commitment is not unlike that of many of the athletes participating in 
the	games	that	make	personal	sacrifices	and	dedicate	their	time	and	energy	in	pursuit	of	a	goal	few	have	
the resolve to achieve.  Rose’s work in compiling statistics on Métis genealogy has created a legacy of 
Métis history which will enable thousands of Métis to trace their ancestry.




